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Tourism position in Kenya

� Kenya is a tourism destination.
� Tourists from all over the world tour the country,  

mostly at the Coast.
� The country earns foreign revenue from the tourism 

sector even though two thirds returns to foreign 
owned tour companies and airlines [UNICEF report on extent of 
child sex tourism at the Kenyan Coast 2005/2006]

� The Ministry of tourism is committed to promoting 
responsible tourism; -creating awareness on 
responsible tourism in collaboration with other key 
stakeholders
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Commitment by the tourism sector 

� 60 hotels have been trained.
� 40 hotels have signed the code of conduct and more still 

interested in signing.
� Hotels have contracts with their suppliers.
� Information materials being displayed by the hotels.
� Hotels training their staff.
� Hotels  developing ethical policies for their establishments.
� The tourism sector supporting awareness events.



World tourism day awareness 
campaign.



Awareness raising campaign 
during world tourism day conts 



Awareness raising campaign 
during world tourism day conts

� .



Awareness cont.



Characteristics of child sex tourism

� Children as young as 13 years and below are 
involved [This includes girls and  beach boys] 

� Some of them are;  from dysfunctional families, 
children of sex workers, orphans, from child headed 
families, children living in hot spot areas, poor 
families, victims of trafficking, school  drop outs and 
others are unable to resist peer pressure.



Characteristics of child sex 
tourism cont. 

� There are middlemen who usually facilitate 
the process. They include pimps, bar 
workers, hotel waiters, parents , friends etc.

� Children in CST do offer sexual services to 
Kenyan beach boys, bar staff such as waiters 
and other men in order to access tourists. 



Who are the exploiters

� According to the UNICEF study of 
2005/2006, 

� Italians, Germans and Swiss men were 
ranked as the top clients of under age girls at 
18%, 14% and 12 % respectively. Ugandans 
, Tanzanians, British and Saudi Arabian men 
ranked 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th respectively. 39% 
of the clients were Kenyan men.



Legislation

� In Kenya, sexual exploitation of children is a criminal 
offence under the under Kenya’s penal code.

� Enactment of the sexual offenses Act
� Enactment of  the children’s Act  in 2001.
� Signed of the Code of Conduct in 2006
� Counter trafficking of persons bill has been read in 

parliament.
� A draft  National Plan  of Action for trafficking in persons
.



Sexual Offenses Act -
Who is liable

� A person who intentionally 
commits rape or indecent 
act.

� A person who commits an 
act which causes 
penetration with a child.

� Defilement of a child of 12 to 
15 yrs. [jail term not less 
than 20 yrs.]

� Defilement of a child          
16 – 18 yrs. [jail term not 
less than 15 yrs.]

� Attempted defilement.
[[imprisonment not les than 10 

yrs.]
� Indecent act with a child.
� Manufacturing or distribution 

articles promoting or intends 
to promote sexual offence 
with a child.



Who is liable cont.

� Displaying to a child articles 
intended for sexual act. 
[term not less than 5 yrs. Or 
fine not less than 500,000/=.

� Arranging for child trafficking
� Facilitating commission of 

any sexual offence against a 
child.

� Promoting child  sex tourism
� Knowingly permitting a child 

to remain in any premises 
for the purpose of sexual 
abuse

� Giving monetary 
consideration, goods etc to a 
child or parents with intent of 
procuring a child for sexual 
abuse.

� Sale , hire distribution , 
public exhibitions of 
pornographic materials. [ jail 
term not less than  6 yrs.or 
fine not less than 500,000/=

� Acting as a procurer of a 
child for purposes of sexual 
intercourse etc.



Children's’ Act

� Children have  the right to life.
� Have the right to be protected 

from discrimination based on 
origin, sex , religion etc.

� Right to be cared for by 
parents.

� Right to education
� Right to health.
� Must be protected fro sexual 

exploitation and any work 
that is harmful to their health.

� Must not be recruited into war.
� Right to name and identity.

� Children with disability must be 
treated with respect.

� Must be protected from 
abuse, neglect and slavery

� Should not be subjected to 
early marriage , female 
circumcision etc.

� Must be protected from 
sexual exploitation .

� Must be protected from 
harmful drugs .

� Must be protected from 
torture .

� Shouldn't be subjected to 
capital punishment.



Children's’ Act cont.

� Every child shall have the right of privacy.
� The right to play.
� The punishment of interfering with these rights is 

either prison sentence of not more than one year 
or a fine of not less than Kshs. 50,000/=

� Any person who feels that the rights of a child 
have been or is about to be interfered with may 
apply to the high court to stop the interference ,

� The Act is currently under review



Implementation

� The implementation of the legislations places the 
responsibility  of implementing certain portions of the 
acts on various stakeholders such as the Police, 
Judiciary, Doctors and medical facilities and the public 
at large.

� Some NGO’s such as  Centre for Legal Information and 
Communication [CLICK]  and Women in Law and 
development in Africa [WIDAF] have  been training and 
familiarizing stakeholders on their roles. 



Implementation cont.

� Cases are being reported and perpetuators 
charged in court.



International corporation 

� The republic of Kenya is a signatory to various 
international conventions such as the  -ILO convention 
182 - [ Worst forms of child labour ]

- The UN convention of the Rights of the child 
- The African Charter on the Rights and welfare of the 

Child. 
- These treaties have been domesticated through the 
enactment of the Children’s Act [cap 586 of 2001], Code 
of Conduct for the protection of children from sexual 
exploitation in travel and tourism



Corporation cont.

� The Kenyan government  works in collaboration with 
other countries where their participation  required  
such as  investigation cases of .  One example is the 
case of a 50 year Oregon man who was arraigned in 
federal court on charges of traveling to engage in 
sexual acts with minors. Lester Christian Weber was 
charged for  engaging into sexual acts with 2 minors 
who were less than 12 years old. He was also in 
procession of pornographic materials.



Role of stakeholders

� Organizing  for joint awareness raising 
events.

� Supporting one another when cases are 
identified. Some cases need joint effort.

� Following up convictions to the end.
� Rescueing victims and offering the 

necessary support. 



Challenges

� Sexual activities are not done in the open so 
identifying cases of CST is not easy. 
Perpetuators always escape easily.

� Many children are vulnerable and therefore 
being lured in CSEC/SECT is very easy 
despite information given.

� The law under which one is charged 
determines the outcome of the case.



Challenges cont.

� It has been reported in Kenya that child 
exploiters do not go to the hotels any more. 
They now take children to the deep sea by 
use of boats.

� The small establishments do not sign the 
international Code yet some exploiters take 
there children. Such are the day/night clubs, 
lodgings etc.



Challenges cont.

� Awareness campaign activities without direct 
support to victims does not change the 
vulnerable situation of the children.



Child trafficking

� The photo on the right 
hand side shows  a 16 
year old girl who was 
trafficked to Mombasa 
for domestic work but 
later ended up being 
sexually exploited. She 
got a baby. The man  
seated next her is her  
father. [Re-union was 
facilitated by Solwodi [k]]



Opportunities

� Good will by the government

� Availability of policies and laws.
� Availability of funds from the donor 

community.
� Community involvement
� Availability of organizations addressing 

issues affecting children. 



SOLWODI (K) Response to 
CESC/SECT.

Introduction:

� Solidarity with women in distress –
SOLWODI [k] is an NGO operating at the 
Kenyan coast.

� Solwodi targets female sex workers, sexually 
exploited and youth and those at risk as well 
as victims/survivors of human trafficking.



SOLWODI VISION

� A society where women and 
children are empowered to live 
healthy and independent lives free 
from all forms of exploitation.



MISSION

� SOLWODI believes that every individual has 
a right to better life, therefore, the 
organization is committed to empowering 
disadvantaged women and children through 
education and skills building to enable them 
realize their full potential.



Objectives

� To create awareness on social, economic, health 
and legal issues to the target population and the 
society at large.

� To facilitate and enhance the process of assisting 
the target population towards a better livelihood.

� Lobbying and advocating for development policies 
which are gender sensitive.

� Networking with other organizations to increase 
program efficiency and effectiveness.

� Mobilizing resources from diversified sources to 
support an expanded programme.



Interventions.

� In order to address violence against  children 
in sexual exploitation and victims/survivors of 
human trafficking, SOLWODI is implementing 
the following projects/programs  in Coast 
province.



Programmes being implemented



Strategies

� Prevention

� Withdrawal/rescue
� Rehabilitation

� Capacity building
� Networking 



Prevention of children from CSEC/CST

� Awareness raising campaigns.

� Direct  support to children who are at risk of 
dropping out of school and support to families.

� Skills/vocational training.
� Training of Hotel staff and their collaborators on 

issues of CSEC/SECT and the Code of Conduct.



One million signature campaign during the ASK Show Mombasa



Photo showing Road Show from Mtwapa [Kilifi District]  to the 
Public Beach in Mombasa



Code of conduct for the protection of children from  
sexual exploitation in travel and tourism

� Implementation of the Code project has been done in 
collaboration with the government of Kenya (MoT, Children’s 
department), RESPECT, Save the children Sweden and 
UNICEF

� The primary objective is to enhance responsible tourism .
� It targets Hotels and Tour operators.
� Their staff and collaborators are trained on issues of 

CSEC/SECT and the implementation of the code.
� Management encouraged to sign the code and report annually.
� Information materials are displayed and also issued to travelers

etc



Rescue/withdrawal

� Children in CSEC/SECT, victims/survivors of TiP are 
rescued from exploitation and given support e.g 

� Rehabilitation services
� Resettlement/reintegration
� In collaboration with the Catholic Arch-diocese of 

Mombasa, a rescue centre for children and youth in 
sexual exploitation and victims of trafficking has 
been set up in Mombasa.



Rehabilitation

� Psychosocial counseling
� Skills/vocational training
� Revolving loan fund for IGA (alternative livelihood)
� Formation of support groups
� Resettlement/Reintegration  and provision of orientation aid
� Promotion of extra curriculum activities e.g. choir, drama and 

football as a means to boost their self esteem.



Vocational training



Capacity building

� In order to reach more people with the relevant 
services, SOLWODI builds the capacity of partner 
organizations so as to be able to respond to issues 
affecting women, children and victims of human 
trafficking.

� Works in partnership with other organizations such 
as CBOs, faith based organizations and locational 
child labour committees among others.



Networking and collaboration

� In order to comprehensive services to the clientele, 
SOLWODI net works and  collaborates  with many 
organizations both locally and internationally.

� SOLWODI is the lead organization in the 
implementation of the sexually exploited children and 
youth project being implemented in Mombasa, Kilifi 
and Kwale districts by 8 organizations.



Our children ! Our Future

Let’s protect them

Thank you for listening


