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Summary 

Very few child sex tourists are arrested, tried and sentenced. A reporting mechanism is one way to 

increase the low number of convictions. Many sending and destination countries have reporting 

mechanisms in place, but they are often not well known to the members of the public, tourists, the 

travel industry and NGOs. Therefore, it is crucial to keep communicating the reporting mechanisms 

through public campaigns and via tourism industry consumer contacts. 

Reporting mechanisms should include online reporting possibilities and short, easy to remember 

and toll -free telephone numbers. They need to be available 24 hours a day and staffed by trained, 

multi-lingual operators. A possibility of anonymous reporting enhances the number of reports. The 

hotlines should have formalised processes for recording and referring reports, and there should be 

close cooperation with different stakeholders on national and international level. 

Issues around existing hotlines that were discussed involved the high turnover of hotline staff, 

limited resources for the training of staff (including English language capabilities), slow follow-up to 

reports, unanswered calls, the lack of online reporting facilities, shortcomings in collecting 

intelligence and the lack of cooperation.  

It is recommended that hotline staff are trained properly and that processes are improved to 

ensure rapid transfer of urgent information to appropriate police partners. Adequate technical 

support is required to ensure the hotline reporting equipment can satisfactorily respond to the 

increasing public usage. There should be a more immediate response to reports and cooperative 

processes should be formalized. 

For reporting mechanisms to be successful, information sharing is crucial. It needs to be clear which 

reporting mechanisms exist, what they can and cannot achieve or be used for, and what their 

relation is to other reporting mechanisms. Roles and responsibilities of different actors must be clear 

and the different actors should receive appropriate information about the case, including those who 

make the reports. Agreements or information sharing protocols between NGOs and law enforcement 

(formal or informal) are essential to better communicate and share relevant information.  

To ensure accountability and transparency, all countries should have monthly and annual 

statistical summaries of all reports. On the basis of these statistics, reporting mechanisms need to 

be monitored and evaluated and good practices should be shared with law enforcement agencies 

and NGOs working with (or developing) similar reporting mechanisms.   

Not all the reports include enough information for the police to open a case. Only a few actually 

result in a conviction. Before an offender can be taken to court, the prosecution office needs full 

details of the crime. It needs to be clear what happened, when and where it happened, who was 

victimized and who committed the crime. Getting evidence in child sex tourism cases is extremely 

difficult. Trials need evidence based on facts and scientific approaches. It is crucial that the evidence 

is gathered and documented in a correct way in order to be used in court. It needs to be clear to all 

involved actors what kind of evidence is needed and how it should be gathered  to successfully 

convict an arrested offender in court. All actors must understand each other correctly and speak a 

common language. To improve this, expert meetings focused on the trials should be organized. 
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1.  Introduction  
 

The starting point to fight child sex tourism is promising because many countries have sufficient 

laws to protect children against sexual exploitation. However, police can often only take action 

when they get noticed by reports. The problem is that the general public is not aware of child sex 

tourism and not familiar with local reporting mechanisms. Campaigns on child protection against 

sexual exploitation are needed to raise awareness and stimulate reporting. Cooperation between 

different stakeholders on national and international level is necessary to get child sex offenders 

arrested and convicted. Expert meetings are very important to share information and initiate and 

strengthen collaboration. It brings together a range of government, non-government, private sector 

and law enforcement agencies to discuss ways of working together to keep children safe from 

travelling sex offenders.  

In the expert meeting on 7th to 9th of March 2010 in Berlin the role of different stakeholders in 

tourism destinations and countries of origin of sex offenders were discussed in relation to the 

improvement of reporting procedures. It focused on existing reporting procedures for child sex 

tourism cases in different countries and how the number of reports can be improved. Although there 

are some best practice examples on cooperation between the different actors in prosecuting and 

convicting offenders, reporting mechanisms still need to be implemented on a more systematical 

basis. Especially knowledge on reporting as well as reporting procedures within and for the tourism 

industry need to be implemented further. This is one step forward to reduce the gap between actual, 

suspected and convicted cases in the long term.  

This meeting brought together over fifty international experts on combating child sex tourism from 

the tourism sector, law enforcement and NGOs . Over twenty different countries were represented 

at the meeting. These were destination countries such as Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Thailand, 

Philippines, India and South Africa, and countries of origin like Germany, Austria, Italy, the 

Netherlands, United Kingdom, France and Sweden. There were plenary presentations, working 

groups and plenary discussions to come up with ideas for all participants to take back to their 

respective organizations and countries to help them to have more success in creating a protective 

environment for children. The participants were very open and participated actively, forming 

cooperation on ongoing cases already at the meeting. 
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2. Child sex tourism and child trafficking: global structures     

for prevention   
 

2.1  Child trafficking and child sex tourism: which linkages?  

  Giorgio Berardi, Programme Officer for Combating Child Sex Tourism, ECPAT International 

Trafficking refers to the cross-border or internal recruitment, transportation, harbouring, transfer or 

receipt of children for a variety of exploitative purposes, including sexual exploitation. It may or may 

ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŦƻǊŎŜΣ ŎƻŜǊŎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛǊǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ - if any - 

because children are not able to give informed consent to their exploitation. The movement of 

victims from one location to another is one important feature. 

Child sex tourism is the commercial sexual exploitation of children by people who travel from one 

place to another, where they engage in sexual acts with minors. The movement of offenders is 

basically what differentiates child sex tourism from child prostitution. This movement can be from 

one country to another or within the same country. 

The main causes of child sex tourism and child trafficking are poverty, the lack of employment and 

the demand for sex with minors. Children from socially vulnerable families (alcoholism, disease, drug 

abuse, children of prostitutes, street children, etc.) have a high risk to become a victim of sexual 

exploitation. Youngsters also experience peer pressure for consumerism and get easily deceived by 

traffickers who promote job offers, sponsorships, etc. Inadequate protection systems initially fail to 

protect children from becoming a victim, but also to become re-victimized after  rescue.  

In many cases of child sex tourism there is a linkage with trafficking. This can take multiple patterns 

of which forms of exploitation follow 

another. Many children are trafficked to 

tourism destinations because tourists pay 

more than local perpetrators for the same 

kind of sexual services. In these cases the 

trafficking flow has a holiday resort or a 

busy commercial area as its destination. 

However, it is not necessary for child sex 

tourists to travel to child sex tourism 

hotspots to find children. Foreign 

perpetrators can meet children by means of 

internet forums and webcams or exploit 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ 

outside tourist areas (within the same country or in the home country of a child sex tourist). 

Therefore the trafficking flow can be different than tourism destinations, but still be linked to child 

sex tourism because the exploitation is done by tourists.  

Child pornography is increasingly produced in combination with child sex tourism. This makes 

victims more vulnerable to become a victim of trafficking for the purpose to produce more child 

pornography. Therefore child pornography also has a linkage with child sex tourism and trafficking. 
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2.2  The European Crime Prevention Network (EUCPN) 

Dr. Ireen Christine Friedrich, Research Officer 

The EUCPN (European Crime Prevention Network) was set up in May 2001 by an EU Council Decision 

to promote crime prevention activity in Member States across the EU, and to provide a means 

through which valuable good practice in preventing crime, mainly "traditional" crime, could be 

shared. The main aims of the EUCPN are  

- to identify good practices in crime prevention and to share knowledge and experience gained 
between member countries,  

- to accumulate and evaluate information on crime prevention activities,  
- to improve the exchange of ideas and information within the Network,  
- to develop contacts and facilitate cooperation between Member States,  
- to contribute to developing local and national strategies on crime prevention and  
- to promote crime prevention activities by organising meetings, seminars and conferences.  

The website www.eucpn.org is a database which includes (among others) good practices, Member 

States policies and researches 

(summaries of systematic reviews 

and  research projects) on 

preventing crime. The EUCPN itself 

does not conduct research, but 

receives input from the different 

Member States. NGOs can also 

supply information for the database 

through the national representative 

from law enforcement of each 

Member State, that can be found on 

the website. Information can also be 

directly provided directly to the 

research officer of EUCPN. 

The search modus includes categories for sex crimes and human trafficking, but there is no specific 

category for child exploitation. Dr. Friedrich is requesting cooperation to receive specific information 

on crime prevention activities against sexual exploitation of children. The implementation of a new 

category could be an interesting option when gathering more and valuable information in this area 

for the website.  

 

 

http://www.eucpn.org/
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2.3  Structures of international law enforcement and cooperation with national 

authorities 

Sandra Prpic, Federal Ministry of Internal Affairs ,Criminal Intelligence Service Austria 

The starting point to fight child sex tourism is promising because most Western countries provide for 

a legal basis to protect children against sexual exploitation. The complication is getting evidence 

especially when a deed is committed in another state. Incidences of child exploitation are not 

always reported to the police. This is due to many reasons, as for instance that minors are reluctant 

in contacting the police, also emotional and financial aspects in exploitation cases play a role, etc. 

Witnesses are also unknown to the police because they often involve general tourists. Many tourists 

are not aware of the problem and are not familiar with local reporting mechanisms in the countries 

where the exploitation takes place. But even when victims or witnesses report child sex tourism, the 

crime is not always given highest priority by law enforcement authorities as the destination country 

often is confronted with a range of other serious problems. Destination countries do not always 

have the resources to pursuit all cases, sometimes lack for awareness of the severity of the offence 

or need to improve domestic legislation in order to facilitate prosecution.  Corruption is a serious 

problem in many destination countries, too. So suspects manage to leave the country and avoid 

prosecution. This facilitates the situation for sex tourists to abuse children. 

In order to collect the necessary evidence, international cooperation is essential. INTERPOL and 

EUROPOL are law enforcement organisations which collect, store and analyse relevant police data. 

INTERPOL has 188 member countries. EUROPOL assists law enforcement authorities of 27 EU 

Member States. Both organisations have a coordinated role in international law enforcement. They 

function as a secure platform for communication between different law enforcement agencies about 

criminal cases. They keep databases with images and information of victims and suspects. For 

suspects, INTERPOL works with a colour system. A red colour means that there is an international 

warrant for arrest. A suspect with a green notice has committed criminal offences and is likely to 

repeat these offences in other countries. INTERPOL and EUROPOL are no investigating bodies, they 

depend on the cooperation with the national police. Witnesses or NGO´s are not supposed to report 

directly to both INTERPOL and EUROPOL, only law enforcement agencies are.  

Constraints that international law enforcement agencies experience in the combat of sexual 

exploitation of children, is for instance the lack of intelligence, the lack of cooperation with some 

countries, the lack of harmonization of age of consent, etc.  

tƻƭƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΦ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bDhΩǎ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ 

reports is very important. NGOs play an important role in raising awareness and supporting victims of 

sexual exploitation. Campaigns on child protection against sexual exploitation are needed to raise 

awareness and stimulate reporting.  
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3. Taking stock on international reporting systems  

 
3.1  United Kingdom  

 
Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP)  
Stephanie McCourt, Detective Sergeant, Team Leader Overseas Tracker Team 

The Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) Centre is dedicated to tackling the sexual abuse 

of children. CEOP is part of UK policing and The Overseas Tracker Team within the Intelligence 

Faculty and focuses on tracking and bringing offenders to account either directly or in partnership 

with local and international forces. The CEOP Centre concentrates on intelligence: how offenders 

operate and think, how children and young people behave and how technological advances are 

developing. CEOP stimulates cooperation between police forces, prosecutors and bDhΩǎ όǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 

in contact with victims) and helps to build trust and capacity. CEOP also raises public awareness and 

is working on an online reporting system, which is planned to be finished before the end of 2010.  

CEOP has an overseas tracker team consisting of four people. Such a team is unique in UK law 

enforcement. They investigate and develop intelligence on British nationals who travel overseas to 

sexually abuse children. The focus is ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ΨǎǳǎǇŜŎǘŜŘΩ but never convicted, or convicted before 

1997 because data on convictions before that time are not managed. By means of police 

investigation, identifying criminal associates, arresting offenders, highlighting risks to host countries 

and restricting travel liberties for convicted child sex offenders, the overseas tracking team disrupts, 

displaces and frustrates the intentions of travelling sex offenders. The overseas tracker team assists 

and trains overseas law enforcement and increases the flow of intelligence between different law 

enforcement agencies. When justice has failed or is not possible in the country of offence, the team 

supports and encourages UK Police forces to conduct extraterritorial prosecutions.  

An example of a case which was initiated by a NGO is the case of Mr. P. who travelled to an South 

East Asian country for a holiday. A local NGO noticed P. in a high risk area talking to child prostitute 

pimps. The NGO investigated the case and identified two young girls (one under 12years, one under 

16 years) who P. had paid to have sex with. The NGO ascertained the identity of the suspect and 

emailed it CEOP. The overseas tracker team investigated the case and found out that P. originated 

from an EU country and had been arrested for sexual assaults and rape of adult and child females in 

Europe, but he was never convicted. P. has children from a previous relationship and was currently 

living with his partner and step children. The CEOP overseas tracker team pressured local police to 

intervene as P. was likely to also abuse the children in his surroundings. Search warrants were 

executed and computers seized. As a result five children were protected. 

A disproportionate amount of reports CEOP receives involve teachers suspected of targeting 

children overseas. Child sex offenders are becoming teachers at international schools in destination 

countries to have access to children. Many schools fail to check whether foreign teachers have been 

convicted for child sex offences or do not have the ability to do so. A current project the overseas 

tracker team is working on involves a criminal record check package for teacher job applicants who 

are UK nationals or who have been resident in the UK.  
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Reporting mechanisms for child sex tourism: the situation in the UK  

Ms. Alice Macek, Information Officer, ECPAT UK 

Despite the fact that the UK has extraterritorial laws and experienced NGOs and law enforcement 

agencies committed to protect children from sexual exploitation, there are still few convictions of 

British nationals who travel overseas to sexually abuse children. A reporting mechanism would be 

one way to increase the low number of convictions. Very often offenders carry on offending due to 

delays in investigation while information is gathered. Good collaboration and adequate reporting 

systems are important to speed up the reporting procedure and to protect children sooner.  

A major problem is that existing reporting mechanisms are not well known to the members of the 

public, tourists, the travel industry and NGOs. In the UK the government travel advisory service 

recommends members of the public to make reports concerning child sex tourism to Crimestoppers 

UK. Crimestoppers UK is a hotline for all sorts of crimes where it is also possible to report 

anonymously. In 2008 Crimestoppers UK received 60,000 calls. Crimestoppers UK is an independent 

charity and works closely with relevant police, including CEOP. Reports can also be made directly at 

CEOP. For this purpose CEOP launches an online reporting system before the end of this year.  

ECPAT UK cooperates closely with CEOP on a formal and informal level, including sharing information 

about child trafficking and child sex tourism cases. ECPAT UK often provides information, expertise 

and contacts from across the ECPAT network to assist in investigations. Agreements or information 

sharing protocols between NGOs and law information (formal or informal) are essential to better 

communicate and share relevant information. In the UK the UK Data Protection Act 1988 provides a 

framework to ensure that personal information is shared appropriately.  

Cooperation between law enforcement and NGOs and between NGOs has proven to be essential in 

getting child sex tourists convicted. NGOs can use their contacts with other NGOs and law 

enforcement agents to speed up the process. An example of crucial NGO involvement is the case of 

an UK resident T . who witnessed an Austrian man in Calcutta (India) sexually abusing children in his 

hotel room in 2006. T. reported it to the local police and to the Austrian consulate, but no action was 

taken. After months of frustration T. contacted ECPAT. ECPAT UK and ECPAT Austria worked together 

and were able to get the reporting process started. In 2007 the offender was convicted in Austria to 

two years of prison without probation. Further information on this case is available in report 

ΨhŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ōŜǿŀǊŜΗ /ƘƛƭŘ ǎŜȄ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΩ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ 9/t!¢ ǘƘŜ Netherlands as well as in 

Chapter 5 of this report. 

For reporting mechanisms to be successful, information sharing is crucial. It needs to be clear 

which reporting mechanisms exist, what they can and cannot achieve or be used for, and their 

relation to other reporting mechanisms. Roles and responsibilities of different actors must be clear 

and the different actors should receive appropriate information about the case, including those who 

make the reports. Reporting mechanisms need to be monitored and evaluated and good practices 

shared with law enforcement agencies and NGOs working with (or developing) similar reporting 

mechanisms. Expert meetings are very important to share information and initiate and strengthen 

collaboration. It brings together a range of government, non-government, private sector and law 

enforcement agencies to discuss ways of working together to keep children safe from travelling sex 

offenders.  
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3.2 Switzerland 

Reporting mechanisms for child sex tourism: the situation in Switzerland 

Ronja Tschümperlin, Head of ECPAT Switzerland 

{ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ approach to combat sexual exploitation of children in tourism is based on four 

pillars: repression and law enforcement, rehabilitation, prevention and communication. Within the 

police force there is a specialized unit against pornography and paedophilia. The main tasks of this 

specialized unit are the coordination of intercontinental and international preliminary investigation, 

correspondence with INTERPOL and EUROPOL, acquisition and processing of information, analysis of 

images and video materials, identification of victims and offenders and contribution to global expert 

networks. Some people of the unit work on overseas offenders.   

In Switzerland there is only one NGO working against child sex tourism (ECPAT Switzerland). ECPAT 

Switzerland collaborates with law enforcement agencies and also with tourism organizations. But 

there exists no institutionalised dialogue between law enforcement agencies and the tourism 

industry or between the three actors together. There is a great need for further collaboration, 

strengthening of the special unit against pornography and paedophilia and more NGOs working on 

this subject. 

The Swiss website www.stop-childsextourism.ch  is an online reporting system which is linked to 

the police. It is not possible to make anonymous reports and intentionally misleading or false reports 

are punished. The reports can be made in four languages: German,  French, Italian and English. In 

2009 the hotline received twelve reports of which four were investigated further and only one actual 

case was opened. None of the reports resulted in a conviction. The lack of campaigning the hotline 

is an important reason why only few reports were made to the hotline. The hotline was advertised 

only twice in a national newspaper. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.stop-childsextourism.ch/
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3.3 France 

Prostitution of children and child sex tourism: French responses 

Emillie Moreau, Office Central pour la Répression des Violences aux Personnes (OCRVP) 

Regarding the French domestic law, a child sex tourist is a 

French national or a habitually resident on French territory 

committing  sexual offences  abroad against a minor under  

fifteen  years of age. There is no specific sanction against 

child sex tourism as such, therefore the applicable law is 

the law against recourse of child's prostitution, the law 

against rape or sexual assault against children, the law 

against all sexual assaults against a child under fifteen years 

of age without constraint, nor threat or surprise or the law 

against child's corruption. The maximum prison sentence 

for sexual offences against children is twenty years.   

The OCRVP cooperates with French police correspondents in foreign countries (liaison officers), 

local and international law enforcement agencies and NGOs in order to exchange intelligence, 

identify victims and collect evidences against travelling French child sex offenders. 

In 2009 two French child sex offenders were convicted in France.  They were prosecuted for 

organizing prostitution of seven to fifteen years old minors abroad and for the recording and 

dissemination of child pornography. They were sentenced by the French court to seven years' 

imprisonment. One of the two was arrested in September 2007 in purchase of child pornography 

videos  as a result of an international inquiry coordinated by EUROPOL. Further information on this 

case is available in Chapter 5 of this report. 

Another case OCRVP investigated involved a French child sex tourist who committed sexual 

assaults against eight to ten years old girls in Thailand. Thanks to a mutual aid request sent to the 

authorities of Thailand and with help of the local NGO Fight Against Child Exploitation (FACE),  nine 

victims were identified and five of them were interviewed by Pattaya local police. The maximum 

sentence for this sex offence is twenty years' imprisonment.  

From these cases it can be seen that cooperation between law enforcement and NGOs is crucial. 

Local NGOs often have contacts with victims of sexual exploitation. Therefore they play an essential 

role in identifying victims and supporting them. The first case also shows that with good 

collaboration between law enforcement agencies it is not always necessary for victims to attend the 

trial.  

 

Reporting cases of child sex tourism: manual for implementing reporting procedures in 

hotels 

Tania Sagastume, ECPAT France 

The tourism industry is an important actor and a valuable ally in the fight against child sex tourism. 

Child sex tourists make use of the facilities that the tourism industry offers. For that reason tourism 
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professionals can play an important role in making reports of suspicious behaviour. The problem is 

that within the tourism industry there is a lack of knowledge on how to report cases and how to react 

towards child sex tourists and child sex victims.  

In addition, in spite of important progress in France in the fight against child sex tourism, there are 

still very few convictions (about ten since 1994).The main obstacles are the lack of reports on child 

sex tourism cases and the lack of communication between the different concerned stakeholders, 

such as victims, local police, international police, NGOs and the private sector. 

Based on these observations, ECPAT France decided to create a manual in order to help hotels to: 

- Identify the appropriate contact to whom the case should be reported;  

- Set up reporting procedures in certain or suspected CST cases within the hotel;  

- Explain how to react towards the abuser and the child. 

The manual  is created with the expertise and technical help of ACCOR (African and Middle East 

section), the French police agencies OCRVP and SCTIP and ECPAT International with the objective 

to improve communication between key actors. The 

content of the manual consist of three phases. In the 

first phase the hotel identifies and contacts appropriate 

stakeholders for reporting, such as liaison officers 

(French police correspondents in foreign countries), 

local police and local NGOs. In the second phase the 

hotel implements two types of procedures; a procedure 

for emergency situations and another procedure for 

suspicious situations. The third phase focuses on 

appropriate attitudes towards the guest and the child. 

The project is in an initial stage and has not been implemented yet. For the moment, the manual is a 

proposition of guidelines and needs to be adapted to the local context and to the type of hotel.   

 

 

3.4 The Netherlands 

The Dutch hotline for reporting child sex tourism 

Theo Noten, program manager, ECPAT the Netherlands 

In the Netherlands there have been 67 cases of sexual abuse by a Dutch perpetrator abroad since 

2002 dealt with by the public prosecutor and police. The majority of these cases  involve rape in 

neighbouring countries, such as Belgium and France. Only a few cases are linked to child sex tourism 

in destination countries. There is no distinction in registration between adults and minors and 

between sexual abuse and sexual exploitation.  

ECPAT NL started a lobby to increase the attention of Dutch authorities towards Dutch citizens who 

sexually exploit children abroad. Following questions in the Dutch Parliament, the Ministry of Justice 

ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎŜȄ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΩ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмлΦ The 

campaign aims to raise awareness, stimulate reporting and arrest more Dutch child sex tourists. 
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The campaign is a cooperation of the Dutch Ministry of Justice, Royal Military Police, Anonymous 

Hotline of the Dutch police, Association of Dutch Tour Operators, Dutch Hotline for Child 

Pornography on the Internet and ECPAT NL. At the launch of the campaign the Dutch Ministry of 

Justice  and the Association of Dutch Tour Operators signed an agreement to work closely together 

in raising awareness and tracking down Dutch child sex tourists. 

The campaign promotes the Dutch website www.meldkindersekstoerisme.nl where suspects of 

child sex tourism can be reported (this can be done anonymously as well as in name). The reports 

are assessed by the Dutch Hotline 

for Child Pornography on the 

Internet and ECPAT NL. Reports with 

relevant information are referred to 

the Dutch police. In the period  13 

January to 1 March 2010 the hotline 

received seventeen reports, of 

which eight were sent to the police. 

Witnesses of suspicious behaviour 

can also report by telephone to the 

Anonymous Hotline Meld Misdaad 

Anoniem, which also is in close 

contact with the police. In the above 

mentioned period of time four 

concerned citizens called the 

Anonymous Hotline to report child 

sex tourism.  

Statistics of the unique visits to ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘƭƛƴŜǎΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ 

keep communicating the web address for receiving reports from the public, through public 

campaigns and via tourism industry consumer contacts. Therefore, ECPAT and the hotline are 

developing information leaflets and banners for tourism industry partners and other stakeholders. It 

is crucial that the online hotline is well found by online search machines, such as Google. The hotline 

must be high on the first page when people search for information on where to report child sex 

tourism. 

 

Police Schiphol Airport Netherlands in the fight against child sex tourism 

Henk van Ee, coordinator vice department Shiphol Airport 

The vice department at Schiphol Airport works on recognizing and approaching travelling child sex 

offenders and child porn couriers throughout a multidisciplinary co-operation. The department 

works closely together with the Dutch police, the Border Agency and EUROPOL to arrest child sex 

offenders. With the help of digital experts laptops, digital cameras and usb-sticks of travellers with a 

certain risk-profile are checked for child pornography when they return from a child sex tourism 

destination.  

http://www.meldkindersekstoerisme.nl/


14 

Travellers are labelled as high risk-profile 

when they have relevant convictions or 

previous suspicions. But also men who 

travel repeatedly to risk destinations alone 

or with other men are considered to be of 

high risk, as well as middle aged/elderly 

men with young foreign female 

companions (and children) and persons in 

the company of groups or non-biologically 

related children. Recently there is also 

attention for sailors from destination 

countries and women travelling with 

children. 

Child pornography is increasingly produced in connection with child sex tourism. This means that 

child porn couriers are in many cases also child sex tourists. They carry images of themselves sexually 

abusing children abroad. When child pornography is found, a house search is immediately arranged. 

EUROPOL intermediates when it concerns a foreign traveller. This multidisciplinary approach proves 

to be very successful, since three out of four arrests result in sentences in court.  

 

3.5 Belgium 

The Belgium hotline for reporting child sex tourism  

Katlijn Declercq, Focal Point on European Institutions, ECPAT Belgium 

In Belgium the private sector, the public sector and NGOs work closely together to fight sexual 

exploitation abroad. There is collaboration between the Federal Police, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Ministry of Defence, National Railway Company, Royal Federation of Belgium Transporters, I.S.A.L.T. 

(Institut Supérieur d'Animation des Loisirs et du Tourisme), Federation of the Tourism Industry, Child 

Focus, Plan International and ECPAT in raising awareness and bringing travelling child sex offenders 

to justice. Special in this collaboration is the involvement of the trucker -and railway industry and 

the military. This results from the fact that in many child sex tourism cases with Belgium nationals 

and residents, the perpetrators were travellers, such as truckers, business travellers, railway 

employees and military, instead of actual tourists.  

In 2006 a big national public campaign was launched in Belgium to raise awareness about child 

prostitution abroad and to enhance the number of reports. Posters were placed at all airports and 

railway stations to promote reporting of sexual exploitation of children on the website 

www.stopchildprostitution.be. Reports can be made anonymous and in three languages (Dutch, 

French and English). The reports are handled by ECPAT Belgium. When reports include relevant 

information for investigation, ECPAT sends them to the police unit which handles child trafficking, 

child pornography and travelling abuse. Every month a multi-stakeholder team comes together to 

discuss the campaign and cases. For different stakeholders to cooperate effectively, a protocol for 

exchanging information and to clarify the roles of the different actors is necessary.  

http://www.stopchildprostitution.be/
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During the public campaign the website received approximately ten reports per month. Two third 

of these reports included enough information for the police to investigate. Since the start of the 

campaign the police investigated thirty cases concerning child prostitution abroad. Fifteen suspects 

were convicted in court. Permanent campaigning is of great importance to keep the hotline under 

the attention of travellers. Statistics show that over 15.000 people visited the website monthly 

during the public campaign. Two years after the campaign this number was decreased to only ten 

visitors. In July 2010 a new campaign is planned.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.6 Australia 

Australian reporting systems 

Anita Dodds, Child Protection Adviser 

¢ƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ tƻƭƛŎŜ ό!Ctύ ƛǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ and policing 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ  The AFP 

plays a significant role in ensuring children are safe in real and virtual environments, and specialised 

AFP teams work in Australia and overseas to prevent child sex tourism and child trafficking.  The AFP 

has over 25 offices around the world and works with a range of partners, including government 

agencies, local and international law enforcement agencies, NGOs, private industry and members of 

the public.  

The AFP has established specialised offices to prevent and respond to child sex crimes. The High 

Tech Crime Centre (HTCC) investigates all reports of child sex tourism.  The Transnational Sexual 

Exploitation and Trafficking Team (TSETT) specifically addresses human trafficking crimes. Child 

Protection Operations Teams (CPOs) investigate and target offenders who travel offshore and 

commit sexual offences against children.  

The AFP collects intelligence on child sexual exploitation through various reporting instruments, 

including hotline reporting numbers and on-line reporting forms.  Members of the public can report 

child sex crimes on the nationwide emergency hotline (000) which provides a rapid connection to the 

police and is available 24 hours a day. There is also a specialised nationwide hotline for sex crimes 


